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ITALTAN JUSTICE IS GOING THROUGH A CRISIS

Rome .-
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This is how Justice is functioning in Ttalv. Those persons that we see

here in hand—cuffs are juet imuted. But in realitv it is those g entlemen
that circulate free that are the ones to be accused. Thev are police functio-
naries and make part of the class that have a f"particular treatment".

eficial opening ceremony

As every year the juridicial vear has been inauqurated with the same pompous
ceremonies, formal and emptv at the same time, with the valets in antique
coestumes and the magistretes in hermelin gowns. As always, there were
present the head of the State, Giuseppe Saragat, and other official auvtho-
rities. From vears now the same cerimony, from vears the same denounciation
and profound crisis of justice which no solemn manifestation coudd ever
cancel,

T%gﬁggpngy—igggﬁuratipn at the Piazza Cavour/:

However, this year there has been something new, happening. In front of
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the big justice-palace in Rome, in the soaciéﬂs Piazza Cavour, magistrates,
lawyers and students-in-law, have organized a co&nter—inaugnrationu
without togas and hermellins, but with a firm consciousnesa, ¥much more
alive and much more open then the withered stréctures of the Ttalian
juridicial adménistraTION, of its heavy bureaucratical apparatus, of its

machine-like articulations , and most of all, of its out-moded and reactio-

narv charakter. A justice that is based, until the present time - twentv

vears after the Recistance— on a penal civil-code of the fasciste.



A Tustice, which, just to name some examples consideres the Ffree political
struggle as a crime, a justice in which the imputed is defenceless in
the introductorv process, in which still existe the "delict of honour".
A justice in which the police has still a predominate importance.
A Jjustice of classes, as written on a poster carried bv those, manifesta-
ting against the inaudquration.
Padrut and some events / Here we see the young Padrut, a voung Sicilian
communi st leader. He was imprisoned for a vear and a half for having mani-
festated against the war in Vietnam. Here we see a poor woman with a babv.
Also them can easily go in prison and wait for one or two vears before thev
appear before a judge, who perhaps frees them, perhapes not. Here we cee
a voundg bov of nine vears, who has been sentenced because he stole a book

\
and a small bread. There is another clamorous case: Aldo BPraibanti, noted
Ttalian poet and philosoph; has been sentenced for g"plagiarism", a medieval
delict. His mother seems desperate, reaﬁiwd his letters from ja_1l.
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For those poor persons justice proceeds slowlv, Peléntlesslvy.
However, the situation is verv different for the rich ones. The industrialist
Riva, who has declered himself fraudlv bancrupt, is waiting for his process
in his luxurious villa.And, at last, here we seé before the justice palace,
at the Piazza Cavous, the police which is making ites own justice; while the
magistrates are closed in the safety of the palace.
The Prosons of Regina Coeli Acside to all this, there are the material as-

pects of the how the justice in Ttalv is being administrated. Bhe law is



aiming ar the ® recuperation of tme quiltyv to the society, or to exclude
him definitely, making out of a young and casual little thief a bandit.
This is the prison of Regina Coeli in Rome, which gives a clear picture of
the situation. Tn Ttalv Tustice does not redeem. the condamnation is aimost

alwavs a life-centence.-
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