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Bigh-Gehool Students Strupsle for a Sehool-reform

High-gohool students hawe iritiated, sose time spo, an impcrtant
strugzle for ithe reform of schooling-system, The demmnds ares

general assemblies at schools, the right %o dfcan in publie h.
problems of higheschools, The aim is to contest and change sociaty,
The most important notion hes been, frem the start of the scholastical
year the notion of & "genersal assembly®, The high-schools in question -
collagas, lyceums, technicsl institutes~ are the previcus stey vefore
entering the University, Thet meens, five years ¢f schoeling, in a
system that have remained the ssme for almost half & century.

The eficacity of the first such movement of students has been admirousy
an easy fact to understand, if one considers that at such an age, one
doesn®t need much stimuli feor combativity Irom ihe outside, V
Sven before the schooling sctivities have initisted, protests, manifee
stations, strikes and cccupations of high-schools have been organised,
The school-suthorities - sponsors, directors, ete; = respond with
expulsions, suspensions and menaces, They even often ask the inter-
vention of the police, In such a difficult atmpephere, the higheschool
stndont\n organize their programme, The mobdilisation is generals

from Falermo %o ¥ilano , and from Nome %o Cagliari, start sctions
that touch even the minor centers, ihile the governmental erisis
continues in Italy, the responsible *inister has tried to give a res-
ponse to the student-leaders, "General assembliesy yeés, but with scarce
and limited reppresentation, such ap not to interfere with the normal
procesdures of the scholasticale-work, and which put, most of the t8nme,
the assembly under the direct censorship of presidents and professors.
It has been also prohibited to spesk on politics, These declarations
of the Minister sppear almost a ohallenge, and furthermere, while an
other reppresentative of the government has declsred the student'se
actions as “dirtye-and silly-sricks®,

Also, the young persons 4id not acoept this minister's response,

T™e strikes are more fregquent and of an admirable soliderity,
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During numerous manifestations before the high-sclwols, the students
demonstrate their force. This happens simost everyplace:t im Torine,
U"ilano, Genova, Haples sud florence,

in lome there have been more than 50,000 of Xk them at the streets.
They heve challenged the poilce, which one day only befors, have shot
dead two workers im Sicily. The students manifest slso for this reasony
They Jjoin their struagle %0 the grest aime of socisl amd politicsl
strugzle, They says & free school in & free soetety,

One “1 later, they particdpated to the general strike of the laziow
department,

But the suthorities continue to consider the schools snd studonts as
an isolated problem, The political parties, that have been trying “w
forem & new govermment, have made & plan on schoole-reform that i mul
tottaly the student's movement, _

The struggle of students goes, howsver, on.

In order to empreams thelr solidarity with higheschool students,
university-students have occupated the Home University, ‘
he italian students, form all to-gether more than two nilliors of
young people.

The fact that they seok axm oontimoua contact uitn the great masses of
workera, intellectuals and employees, rend tmn -trong and important,
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Interviews

Zirst Interviewd s “e have already observed thet the awakening of the
students-movement, is not merely an isolated scte On the contrary, 1
would say, it is & general sction, low, that the students have under-
stood that their duty -as members of this society of curs- is to digcuss
with their similar.

And that's why they demand a genersl assembly, not only to discuss the
small and insignificant high-school's problems. They want to discuss the
real probleme that they have, Frobleme that are reslly very near to
them, not just about Latin and Yathematies, but aleo about life in ge-
neral snd of things that ocoupy their minde st this =oment.

That's why, we students feel the sbsolute need this present day to spesk
with our comrades, 7e want to express our thoughts and our judgement,
and we are -at the same time- interested to listen to the judgements of
others, in order to create an own concience, a concience that has to be
above all, humean and socially-engaged, And this is rot in order to mske
an abstract kind of polities, but to try to be a constructive part of
our soclety, just at thie right moment snd not only after graduation.

Second interviewd 3 In those days of struggle, students have underes
stood that they form a considereble forcey a weight in this ecountry.
504000 young people at the streets have demonstrated that students

are finally x united, in order to obtain a genersal asgembdly which
functions against the selective- and claseiste-school-eys tem,

During those days, another important fact has been mWxx observed, mmxmkkx
namely, the contact between students and workers. :

Toge ther, they can have a political weight and form a considerable force
in this country.

W 3 Those prodvlems join also some more particular proe
blems of the students of technical schools. In fact, those students
do not receive but an ex-personalized culture whiéh follows closely
the Italian industirial development, And once they have been specislized
they face the greatest difficulties in order to find an employment,
In fact the unemployment in Italy, grows from year to year, snd those
poor specialized technicians, are foroced to emmijrate abroad, in order
to obtain a working-post and be, thus, able to maintain their families,
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