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The exoommmicated parish = the ocase of Don Mazzi

The church of the poor, the catholiocs of dissent; those are subjects om which
entire Italy is talking about, Those subjects do not consist anymore of spora—

dio events and individual phenomena., In the recent time, the catholic world is stromgly
oooupying itself with all the problems that have emerged im the Italian sooclety.
This fact is testified by thousands of catholic circles of dissent that continue te
emerge all over the country, by mumerous reviews, newspapers, manifests that express
different points of view them those of the "official” omes supported by the church,
Those mew catholic groups lead to a mew and decisive road of removationm.

The most importamt questioms of peace and war, of imperialism and ocapitalistie
exploitation, of the working—class struggles and of a nmew sooiety constitute the
fundamental bases of this new and great initiative that gathers around itself catho-
lic students sad workers.

Now, also the priests have revised themselves im order to practice christianity

aud religious practices without the special priveledges, exterior forms and tradi-
tional rituals. Those ocatholics, regardless the oppositiom of the ecclesiastical
hierarchy, and the pressioms of the Pope himself, are inspired by the most receat
vaticam councils and the oreative work of Pope Giovanni XXI1I, whose progressive
policies they olosely follow.

It is just of those catholios that ome speaks about im Italy to-day. Dom Mazzi,

the parish-priest of Isolotto, a quarters oomstructed about 15 years ago im the
periphery of Florence, is at the center of an event that continues to make headlines.
In the churoh the gathered assembly is disoussing the resignation of the parish-
priest, Don Mazzi, requested by the Cardinal Florit. The Pope, Paolo VI —whom we

are here seeing while im Bogotd~ has ocondemmed all forms of contest and dissent,

The road of this parish has led through the worker's struggles im Floremce. The
church has been always open te political engagements, such as for a Vietnam-mani-
festation om Christmas—Eve im 1967.

This "disobedience” om the part ef Dom Mazzi has meanvhile oreated a orieis of oon—
cience for humndreds priests of Floremce, who have expressed towards him their soli-
darity im a public letter,

We have asked Dom Rosadomi, & floreatim priest wie has also beem recemtly removed
from Ris parish te illustrate the situatiom.

(Om the film-stripe depioting the Cathedral) The sigm-boards deolare that Dom Masszi
is not a rebel, but that his enly fault oonsisted in applying rightly the meaning

of the Bible., His superiors did mot agree and had obliged him to an unjust resignatiom.
The Factory "Galileo 1959". Police-repressiom and condammed workers, Dom Masszi opems
the gates of his church te the workers and chooses a precise soolal engagement.

He refuses the abstract charity and enters the active WOTKOTrBmin g me o
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He refuses the abstract charity and enters the active worker-umiomn's
struggle. His sunday-sermons are mpt based om abstract concepts but

are condamations of injustice., He speaks of Sicily, of Vietnam , of
Latin America, of the third world.

Other priests followed his example as Dom Borghi, who has been fired

from the factory where he had beeam working, The workers of this factory
entered in a strike after this umjust action.-

First Speech (Dom Mazzi) 3

This cemcept of ours has beem oriticized and condarmed. Im a tactiocal
way and in its most fundementsgl aspects, it troats here of a problem
that I couldan't possibly resolve ky myself. Doing this, I would have
betrayed and deceived you; (applause)

This assembly of ours is a testimony of this proper ocomciemoce. We dom't
want meither #o suggest by foroe anything te amubody, mor to substitute
suthority; we just want to speak, to make our veioce be heard, to tell
that we would like to be counted upom. This assembly of ours is Xim
first of all a proof of our unity, of our intemtioms, of work, of respomn—
sability. It is the proof which has beem already imitiated and brought %o
a steady development in a row of reunioms, of dissents and imitiatives
during those last twenty days. Now, it just treats to brimg all this fo

a final point, im order to give to the Bishop our reply. It will be the
reply of this family, whioch has beea s0 much emlarged this aftermoom, hy
a series of oircumstances, of a propaganda which me-ome of curselves has
either wished or provecated. |

Second speech (Dom Massi)s

The priests of Isolotte, of our quarters, will start the oomntaoct with

the imhadbitants im am atmesphere of egality amd parity towards everybedy
and by putting everybody em the same level regardless whether he is more
or less religious, The eathelioc religiom is impregmated Ly the dust of
tradition. The autherities and the despotism seems interested im differeat
facts than those of spiritual amd guidiang values which Jsus Christ had
established, But this case will emable ethers to emcourage themselves and
te pass to an action, together with us, ia such a way that light will
eater in religiomn and the dust is blowa away.
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Interview (Dom Rosadomi)
The problem of obdiqoo has been oonsidered already in an evangelical ocomoept
whioh has been forgottem for cemturiest '.l'ho‘ oonoept of serving the ohuroh,l as Jesus &
Christ ordered. For He said it is him who stamds the higher who must be the servant
of his brothers. mow, the ecolesiastical magistrate should not be a teacherlike authori-
ty, but should rather be a means of serving, im order that the believers Wecome
adults im their faith and that they are im position teo I;Jlk. free and respomsible
deoisions, The event of Isolotto illustrates im a dramatic mode the problem that
to-day is of an extreme aotuality, that is, which should be the real mature of church.
Is the ohurch simply & hierarchy and a hollow structure, or is it a gathering place
for believers? I think that acoording to Jesus Christ's wish, his disciples should
devote their life to a commmity of faith, of love, te a commmity which afterwards
should articulate itself im a series of funotioms im the servioce of this proper
commnity and not just im the mind, In Jesus Christ's teachings there is no place
for a scholastic theology. It is, above all, the young that show a certaim restless—
mess whem they face certaim problems and put themselves questions of a theological
order, amd it is a most poeitive sign, this fact,
Interview with a youngster 3
At last God's people cam participate, at last Jesus Christ is among us because eveygbo-
dy hears him now. At last a Churoh is used for what it should be used for, &
II Youngster speaks:
I cammot say much for I do mot belong to this parish, However, I tljink that they have
acted rightly.
Speaks Dom Mazgzi: Whem they were previously explaining the sooial emcyolics im the
ohurch and it was told that ome shouldn't comment them, it was olearly a primciple
of obediemce. Now, formally this assembly doesn't pooceed any juridical value, as
the lay-man doesn't exist im the ocode of canonical erdmr,
Interview with a lady: If the obediemce is mot amymore a virtue, we oouldan't possibly
treat this problem of obedience as a theological point of view.
Youngster: The ohuroh should follow all the other imstitutioms and evolve itself.
It can not deny this progress that is hppnhg around us.~-
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La Chiesa dei poveri,i cattelici del dissense;se ne parla in Italia
melte., Fen el tratta pit 4l casi speradici e di fenemeni individuali,
I1 monde cattolice & investite ermal in prefonditd da tutti i preble=
mi maturati nella secietd italiana,Ne senoe testimenianza le migliaia
di eircoli eattelicli del Adissense che nascene devumque,le decime e de=
? cine di riviste,giernali,fegli ciclestilatli che ei discestane dalle
g linee "ufficiali" della chiesa e cercane un mede nueve,pit impegnate
1 di essere cattelici.I grandi temi della pace e della guerra dell'im=

perialisme e delle sfruttamente capitalistice,delle lotte eperaie e

di una nueva secietd,seno alla base di questa nueva e grande spinta

che ceinvelge eperal e studenti cattelici,Ora anche sacerdeti,i—qux¥d-

sl riprepongene di mxmsxm vivere il cristianesime e la vita religiesa
(T  fueri e contro i privilegi,le forme esterieri,i rituali tradizienali,
Combattuti dalla gerarchia ecclesiastica,setteposti a pressione e a
ermenda delle stesse Pontefice,sevente al limite della condanna,
questi cattelioci s/ pretagomisti dellu chiesadei poveri e del -dissense,
el ispirane ai pil redéenti cencili vaticani,all'epera del Papa Gievan=
ni XXIII,ei fanne portatori della sua pelitica rinnevatrice,E' di questi
cattelici che oggl sl parla in Italia.Den Mazzi,il parrece dell'Iselette,
un quartiere pepelare cestruite circa 15 anni fa interne Firenze,d al
centro di un avvenimente che continua ad eccupars le prime pagine dei
giornali,Nella Chiesa la gemte riunita in assemblea discute le dimissieni
dsl parreco Den Mazzi richieste dal Cardinale Flerit,I1 Papa Paole VI
che qui vediame & Bogot&,hn condannate tutte le ferme di centestaziene
e d1 dissense.
I1 cammine 31 questa parrecchia & passate attraverse le lette eperaie di
Pirenze,la Chiesa & stata aperta all'impegno politice ceme in eccassione
del Natale '67,per la Veglia per i1 Viet Neam .La posisione’ disobbediente,
di Den Mazzi ha determinato una crisi di cescienza in cente preti fie=
rentini che gli hanne espresse la lore solidarietd cen una lettera pubbli=
o8,
Abbiame chieste a Don Resadeni,sacerdete fiorantine anch'egli recentemente
allentanato dalla sua parrecchia per gravi divergense pasterali di

fare il punte sulla situaziens




~dove laverava,lLa fahbrica d entrata 1n scioper'.

(Sulle tmmagini del Duome )

I cartelli diceno che Den Wazzi non & un Tibelle,ma ha sele il terte

di applicare il Vangele.lLa Curia non la pensa cosi e llha invitate &
dimettersi, | 24 ; . E

Galileo 11959, Repressione peliziesca e cohdanna degli oj:;qrai.D. Mazzi
&pre le porte della sua chiesa agli eperal e sceglie un iimpegno seciale
precise,Rifiuta la caritd generica,e 8i inserisce nel vive della letta
sindacale,le sue prediche domenicali nen sene su concetti astratti,ma

sono di condanna dell'ingiustizia..s:l parla dirm,dolla Sicilia,

 del Viet Nam,dell'America Latina,del Terze- Mondes ATtri preti cendivideme

la linea di Den . Mazzi,preprie in questi gierni Den Berghl processato
per la Galilee 2 spate ocacclate per attivisme pplitico dalla fabbrica
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